APPENDICES	303
dialect which was very little like modern Greek, yet quite unlike
Ukrainian. After much discussion, the decision was reached not to
construct a new language out of this dialect, but to adopt modern
Greek, with its rich cultural heritage. It meant that the teachers
had to learn modern Greek before the schools could be organised.
Textbooks were another problem. Modern Greek textbooks were
wholly unsuited for Soviet Greeks. All difficulties have now been
overcome. Mariopol has now a training college, Rostov a Greek
publishing house, and there is a Greek daily paper.
The Bulgarians form a similar compact mass in South Ukraine.
They knew practically no Ukrainian, though they have adopted many
local words into the Bulgarian language, which they have retained.
It was decided to use the language as spoken in Bulgaria to-day but
to retain any new words with a cultural significance.
The Czech minority is a weak spot. Because their number is very
small, the solution of their educational problem entails great expense.
There are only 1,500 children, and for these eighty-five sets of text-
books are required.
Besides the above there are ten English groups in the Ukraine,
consisting of specialists, workers, and returned emigres. Kiev Univer-
sity trains English teachers, and English textbooks have now been
issued in Moscow. There are two English daily papers.
The teaching of languages varies slightly in the Ukraine. For the
minorities, a second language, Ukrainian, is introduced in the third
school year—that is, at the age of ten—and a third language, Rus-
sian, in the fourth year. In the fifth year the native language is
dropped, where it is not a Republic language, except for two lessons
a week. A foreign language, English or German, is substituted, The
former is fast usurping the place of the latter in schools. Unfor-
tunately, there is a great shortage of good English teachers. In the
fifth year, at the age of twelve, twelve hours is spent on languages in
a six-day week.
There is another minority which deserves mention. They are the
gipsies, of whom there are about 61,000 in the Union. Intensive
propaganda is being carried on among them to induce them to adopt
a settled mode of life. In 1926, by a decree of the Central Executive
Committee of the Government, facilities were provided for gipsy
farming and horse-breeding. In the towns they form their owb
industrial artels. There are now three elementary schools in Moscow,
others in Smolensk, Vitebsk, and the provinces, using the Romany
language. Much difficulty was caxised by the lack of teachers and text-
books. As in other cases, the difficulty was overcome, and there are

